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.Hies both at Warsaw and St. Petersburg, One of the great tistakcs of his reign was in not dismissing that statesman out-ghtj but instead of that he merely ordered him once more to s.sist from hjs pct scheme, the acquisition of Danzig and Thorn.
The policy of the Court of Berlin now took one move turn ulcrgrotmd. The King, weary of the haughty airs and restless ays of Hortxbcrg, and desirous of putting forth a feeler towards 'icnna, sent BischofTswcrdcr on a secret mission to the Court " Vienna (February 1790- Hertzbcrg knew no more of its
ms than did Frederick William of the intrigue of his Foreign fillister with the Russian Chancery. Thus Prussian policy was vo-hcadcd. The official head, while echoing the menacing >ncs of Pitt to Russia, secretly encouraged that Power to retain
I its conquests,provided that Prussia acquired the two coveted >wn« on the Vistula ; and Bischoffswcrclcr sought to allure \o Kmpcror. The King's favourite (a poor Saxon nobleman •ho had won his way at Court by chameleonic subservience to ;1 the royal moods) was charged to confer direct with Leopold, rul to propose that the two States should mutually guarantee loir present possessions and aim at excluding Russian influence am Poland. He was alsb to suggest the peaceable acquisition y Prussia of Danxig" and Thorn in exchange for commercial rivilcges granted to the Poles.1 Leopold II smiled so graciously n tlie.se proposals a« to elicit from the envoy the ecstatic de-:nptiun : " Quelte bottti.'; quctle chird'; ct quelle sifn!niU!T This enignity enticed Bischoflswcrdcr on to make the singular offer uit, if the Emperor granted Prussia her heart's desire, she on her do would not persist in applying the strict status quo against Lustria at Sistova.
Kven this enticing proposal did not dissolve cither the hatred f KauniU for Pussia or the determination of Leopold to favour Ifitharlnc. Both the ICmpcror and his Chancellor saw that rusflla was seeking to set them against Russia; and policy rompled them to work for a war between those Uvo Powers." lo suspicion of these hidden motives ruffled the equanimity of ic amateur diplomatist, who flattered himself that he had pon over Leopold and assured the isolation of Russia. Full lown with pride he returned to Berlin, and advocated energetic
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